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REPORT 


[To accompany H. R. 2595) 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(H. R. 2595) for the relief of Clarice D’Amico and Chiara Antonucci, 
having considered the same, reports favorably thereon without amend- 
ment and recommends that the bill do pass. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to grant the status of permanent residence 
in the United States to Clarice D’Amico and Chiara Antonucci. The 
bill provides for appropriate quota deductions and for the payment of 
the required visa fees and head taxes. 


STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiaries of the bill are two Italian nuns who are members of 
the Order of the Oblates of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. They last 
entered the United States as visitors on July 6, 1946, and are presently 
teaching in the convent at McDonald, Ohio. 

A letter dated March 23, 1951, to the chairman of the Committee on 
the Judiciary of the House of Representatives from the Deputy 
Attorney General with reference to the case reads as follows: 

Marcu 23, 1951. 
Hon. EMANUEL CELLER, 


Chairman, Commitiee on the Judiciary, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 
My Dear Mr. CuarrMan: This is in response to your request for the views 
of the Department of Justice relative to the bill (H. R. 2595) for the relief of 
Clarice D’Amico, Chiara Antonucci, Antoni-ita Anzclieola, Carmele Antonucci, 
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Anna Cagnazzo, Olimpia Cibelli, Maria Dachille, Giuliva D’Amico, Lucia Di 
Foggia, Maria Stella Fatibene, Anna Marino, and Lucia Spinelli, aliens. 

The bill would provide that the 12 nuns named therein shall be considered to 
have been lawfully admitted to the United States for permanent residence as of 
the dates of their actual entries, upon the payment of the required head taxes 
and visa fees. It also would direct the Secretary of State to instruct the quota- 
contro! officer to deduct appropriate numbers from the nonpreference category 
of the proper immigration quotas. 

The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of this Department 
disclose that the aliens are natives and citizens of Italy and are nuns in the Order 
of the Oblates of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. Sisters Clarice D’Amico and Maria 
Chiara Antonucci last entered the United States at the port of New York on 
July 6, 1946, and were admitted a; visitors for 6 months under section 3 (2) of 
the Immigration Act of 1924. The remaining sisters last entered this country 
at the port of New York on November 5, 1949, and were admitted as temporary 
visitors until November 16, 1949, under section 3 (2) of the Immigration Act 
of 1924. All the ahens at the time of their arrival were destined to the convent 
of the Oblates of the Sacred Heart, McDonald, Ohio. They have been granted 
numerous extensions of temporary stay. Their last requests were denied since 
they apparently intend to remain in this country permanently. 

The files further reflect information concerning the individual aliens as follows: 

Clarice D’Amico (Sister Clara) was born in Aquila, Italy, on December 22, 
1899. She stated that she is the Mother Superior of the Oblates of the Sacred 
Heart and that the order is conducting a kindergarten class and classes in Latin 
and French at the convent in McDonald, Ohio. 

Maria Chiara Antonucci (Sister Mary Chiarina) was born in Aquila, Italy, on 
September 4, 1906. She stated that she is presently studying English in prepara- 
tion for future teaching duties. 

Antonietta Angelicola (Sister Mary Madeline) was born in Foggia, Italy, on 
April 5, 1927. She also stated that she is studying English in preparation for 
future teaching duties. 

Carmela Antonucci (Sister Mary Celina) was born in Foggia, Italy, on June 
10, 1919. She stated that she is presently teaching Latin at the convent in 
McDonald, Ohio. 

Anna Cagnazzo (Sister Mary Augustine) was born in Foggia, Italy, on July 
19, 1923. She stated that she is presently teaching a kindergarten class at the 
convent. 

Olimpia Cibelli (Sister Mary Olimpia) was born in Foggia, Italy, on December 
23, 1914. She stated that she is presently studying English in preparation for 
future teaching duties. 

Maria Dachille (Sister Mary Delores) was born in Foggia, Italy, on May 9, 
1910. She stated that she is studying in preparation for future teaching duties. 

Giuliva D’Amico (Sister Giuliva) was born in Barrea Aquila, Italy, on June 
6, 1913. She stated that she is presently studying English in preparation for 
future teaching duties. 

Lucia Di Foggia (Sister Mary Luciana) was born in Foggia, Italy, on March 
14, 1924. She stated that she is presently teaching a kindergarten class at the 
convent in MeDonald, Ohio. 

Maria Stella Fatibene (Sister Mary Stella) was born in Foggia, Italy, on 
August 24, 1922. She stated that she is presently teaching the French language 
at the convent in McDonald, Ohio. 

Anna Marino (Sister Mary Letizia) was born in Foggia. Italy, on February 
17, 1921. She stated that she is presently studying English at the convent in 
preparation for teaching duties in the future. 

Lucia Spinelli (Sister Mary Luigina) was born in Foggia, Italy, on June 7, 
1915. She is presently studying the English language at the convent in prepara- 
tion for teaching duties in the future. 

The quota for Italy, to which the aliens are chargeable, is oversubscribed and 
immigration visas are not readily obtainable. Nuns, as such, like aliens generally, 
are subject to the quota requirements of the immigration laws. In this respect 
their status differs from that of priests, rabbis, or ministers in that the latter may 
be classed as nonquota immigrants under the immigration laws and thus relieved 
of the quota requirements. In the absence of general or special legislation the 
aliens will be unable to remain in the United States for an indefinite period. 

Whether this bill should be enacted presents a question of legislative policy 
concerning which the Department of Justice prefers to make no recommendation, 

Yours sincerely, 
Peyton Forp, 
Deputy Attorney General. 
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Ten of the nuns referred to in the above-quoted report were able 
to adjust their status administratively and the bill was amended to 
provide relief only for the two nuns who were unable to adjust their 
status. 

Congressman Michael J. Kirwan, the author of the bill, appeared 
before a subcommittee of the Committee on the Judiciary of the 
House of Representatives and submitted the following letter in 
connection with the bill: 

Diocese OF YOUNGSTOWN, 
Youngstown, Ohio, March 1, 1952. 
Hon. Micuar. J. Kirwan, 
United States Congress, House Office Building, 
Washington, D. C. 

Drar CONGRESSMAN Kirwan: I recall that through your kindness a bill, 
H. R. 2595, was introduced to secure legal permanent residence for Mother 
Clarice D’Amico and Sister Chiara Antonucci in the United States. Mother 
Clarice is the Mother Superior of a convent at McDonald, Ohio, in this diocese, 
the members of which are herself and 11 sisters who came from Italy in 1949 to 
work in this diocese. Ten of these sisters mentioned in the bill were able to 
obtain quota visas in Canada, and are now back in the Diocese of Youngstown 
for legal permanent residence, but Mother Clarice and Sister Chiara are not so 
favorably situated, and can only be retained here by act of Congress. I am 
distressed that no favorable action has developed since introduction of H. R. 
2595 on February 12, 1951. My information is that the immigration com- 
mittee is still awaiting the required letter from the Attorney General’s office. 
I shall deeply appreciate whatever you can do to obtain satisfactory action that 
these two excellent nuns may be retained for work in the Diocese of Youngstown 
with permanent legal residence. 

We have a rather large population of Italians born in Italy, and of their chil- 
dren born in the United States. They are in a transition period and these 
sisters are proving their worth in doing educational and catechetical work among 
them. They are developing a worth-while social-welfare program also. They 
are extraordinarily fine sisters and are making rapid and sound progress in 
becoming Americans, and I would be distressed to lose any one of them. 

Thanking you for your interest and helpfulness, and expressing my deep 
sentiments of esteem and kind personal regards, I am 

Sincerely yours, 
Most Rev. Emmer M. Watsn, D. D., 
Coadjutor Bishop of Youngstown. 


Senator John O. Pastore introduced a similar bill, S. 1021, in the 
Senate. In view of the fact that the committee is reporting H. R. 
2595 favorably, the bill, S. 1021, will be indefinitely postponed. 

The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is 
of the opinion that the bill (H. R. 2595) should be enacted. 
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